Osier doubts whether it is due to spondylitis, and is inclined to look upon it as a manifestation of neurasthenia.
He gives an account of a third case, which he believes was also a posttyphoid neurosis, though it differed a good deal from the other two. The patient was a man of 30, who, after a severe and protracted attack of enteric, with delirium and severe nervous symptoms and tardy convalescence, " had disturbed sensations in the feet and legs, aggravated shortly after, but diminishing somewhat within five or six months, never entirely disappearing, and recurring with some intensity during the period, characterised by pronounced neurotic manifestations." Here there were no pains in the back or abdomen, but only a feeling of weakness. The symptoms might be due to a spinal lesion, to neuritis, or to a neurosis. On the whole, the writer is disposed to favour the idea of a neurosis.
Nevertheless, Osier thinks it quite possible that, under the designation of "typhoid spine," Gibney may have described several distinct affections ; and he cites a case, moreover, to show that not all the painful spines which follow typhoid fever are neurotic.
On Diabetes Insipidus (Monti) .?By this is meant a disease characterised by excessive thirst and excessive elimination of urine, but without any disease of the kidney tissue and without the presence of any abnormal constituents in the urine.
To a mere increase of the urine without increased thirst, the term "polyuria" is applied. Diabetes insipidus is due to some disturbance of function in the sympathetic, and may be brought about in various ways :?
( The constant contraction of these muscles leads to a permanent deformity, often favoured by atrophy, through disuse, of the muscles of the opposite (painful) side. It will thus be seen that there is a tendency for the shoulder of the healthy side to be drawn downwards ; but, in a considerable proportion of cases, a curve develops in the upper part of the spine, compensatory to that which has just appeared in the lower part. This new curve is, of course, towards the painful side, and tends to lower the shoulder ; so that, according to the degree in which it is present, the shoulder will be depressed. This latter may therefore be lower than, higher than, or at the same level as, its fellow of the opposite side.
(2) In some rare forms of sciatica (spasmodic sciatica) the curvature is towards the affected side.
This is due to reflex contraction of spinal muscles innervated by the lumbar plexus of the painful side. The thigh is flexed on the pelvis and the knee on the thigh, while most of the weight is supported by the foot of the other (healthy) side. The shoulder of the sound side thus becomes unduly prominent, and is outside the vertical line passing through the sole of the sound foot.
Sciatic scoliosis varies much in degree in different cases, being sometimes difficult to recognise. As a rule, once established, it is permanent, even though the sciatica be cured ; but cases have been recorded in which the scoliosis has, in its turn, ultimately disappeared.
